RELIEF TO THE AGRICULTURIST                    129"
non-official legislators who could not  agree amongst themselves.   The differences of opinion on several points became -at one time so  wide as to  threaten an  utter impossibility to place it on the statute book of the State,    It was at this stage that an eminent, resourceful, experienced and practical lawyer administrator became Dewan-President of the Assembly to bring about,  as it were, a reconciliation of  the hopeless dissensions and wide divergences,    As a result of  his ceaseless-and patriotic labours and his inexhaustible fund of sympathy and tact the Agricultural Bill was passed by the two Houses-and received the assent of His Highness the Maharaja on the Sixteenth September, 1940.
That date will mark a new era in the economic and agrarian history of the State- The new Act is wider in scope and application than similar enactments passed elsewhere with a view to afiord relief of indebtedness, as it affects-not only agricultural debts, but all debts other than a very little group relating to revenue or dues to Government or local bodies, and some other items of a cognate character. Liabilities-arising out of any transactions with Government or any local body, liabilities arising out of breach of trust or maintenance decrees, wages due in respect of agricultural or industrial labour,, debts incurred after January 1936 are some of the items excluded from the operation of the Act. One noteworthy feature of the Act is that the benefits conferred by it are designedly made applicable to such debtors as are willing to discharge their liabilities by depositing at least a portion of the debt in, half-yearly instalments. From the date of the commencement of this Act no future interest exceeding simple interest at 4 per cent per annum in the case of the money debts and 6 per cent in the case of paddy debts could be charged. Special protection has been extended to Banking institutions which have been charging reasonable rates of interest. Among debts excluded from the operation of this Act is any debt due to .a woman whose sole property consists of the amount of, the debt due to her, provided, however, that such debt does not
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